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PREFACE

It gives me an immense pleasure to offer the new edition of Desk
Book on orthography of Devanagari Script to its learners. The present
Desk book is intended to serve as a writing book for learning Devanagari
Script. Hindi is a prominent language with its roots in ancient language
Sanskrit. One of the tremendous facts about learning Devanagari is that
this script is absolutely based on phonetic principles, which means, the
words in Hindi are pronounced, just as they are written.

We have tried to keep the script learning in this book with scientific
approach and utmost clarity. The method of writing Devanagari has
been designed in 13 small units. The individual letters are introduced
in nine units with writing exercises. Unit | and Il are related with vowel
writing. Consonant writing is covered in Il to X units. The combination
of vowels with their signs (matras) and conjunct letters are unique in
Devanagari Script and quite different with other languages. Keeping in
view, these topics are dealt in individual sections. The script has been
explained with the help of arrows and dots and adequate blank space
has been provided against each item for writing practice. Letters are
sequenced as they are arranged traditionally. Fifth lesson gives a brief
look of symbols e.g. anuswar, anunasik , visarga and hal sign etc.
| hope and have confidence that the present book which is based on the
modern teaching and linguistics techniques will cater to a very significant
need of learners of Hindi in the country and abroad.

Suggestions and comments for further improvements are welcome.

Gosm,)
057,

New Delhi (Prof. Avanish Kumar)
Director

Vi



INTRODUCTION

Hindi is a modern Indo-European language derived through

Sanskrit, Pali, Prakrit and Apbhramsa. Hindi is written in Devanagari
Script, which has evolved from the ancient Brahmi Script. Devanagari
script is a left to right abugida (alpha-syllabary) script and is considered
world’s most scientific script because it is based and developed on the
fundamental principles of phonetics. Devanagari script is one of the
most adopted scripts of the world and mainly used to write Sanskrit,
Hindi, Marathi, Nepali, Konkani, Dogri with many more other languages.
Some salient features of Devanagari can be shown as follows:

The orthography of Devanagari script is based on pronunciation
and because of this; there is no conflict of spellings. There is
a separate letter for each syllable ,that is called and each letter
represents a distinct sound and for this reason one can write what
he speaks.

Devanagari script has a very significant and systemic arrangement
of vowels and consonants that is called “Yarnmala”. The order
of vowel and consonants is absolutely based on very precise
scientific and phonetic principles of linguistics which consider
both the manner and place of articulation of the letters they
represent. It may be quite interesting for the researchers and
linguists because Devanagari script has been using this order for
centuries. This is the testament to the advanced knowledge of the
study of phonetics on the soil of saints and sages that is called
Bharat.

The Devanagari script composed 46 basic characters involving
11 vowels (Swar) and 35 (33+2) consonants (Vyanjan). It has
a few subsidiary symbols e.g. anuswara, anunasik, hal sign and
visarg etc. It is also notable that Devanagari is extraordinarily
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capable to transcribe and express different sound variants and is
flexible enough to write foreign sounds by attaching marks to the
proximate grapheme.

In Devanagari, the inherent 37 (schwa) is implicit in each consonant.
The inherent 37 is normally muted finally and sometimes medially
too, though it exists in writing. Thus, the word ITH is pronounced
as ‘raim”, not “ra:ma”. As all the consonants have inherent 3,
they are pronounced with the help of vowels, e.g. 3T has entity of
ga and not of g.

Each vowel, except 37 has special sign, which is called it's “Matra”.
Thus, the vowels have two distinct forms: the independent form
and the dependent form. The independent form is used when the
vowel letter comes individually. The dependent form is used when
the vowel follows a consonant. Consonants without vowel are
written with the help of right slanting stroke, put at the bottom of
the consonant. This stroke is called “Hal sign”.

Each consonant in Hindi has full and half forms. While combining
with other consonant, they take new form as per their structure.
The various conjunct forms of the consonants are categorized on
the basis of the mode of change involved.

In Devanagari, each vowel has 3 scales as per the time Span of
its pronunciation e.g. short, long and prolonged. There is only one
three scale vowel combination “3T3H”, taken from Sanskrit.

All vowels can be nasalised except #.This nasalisation of vowels
is called “Anunasik” in Hindi.

Hindi is a syllable based language and therefore, unlike English,
stress is generally not meaningful in Hindi.

A special diacritic mark, called “Ardhaswar” is sometimes used
with the vowel 31T to transcribe the English “0” vowel sound as in
“college” (TaisT), “doctor” (siex) and “football” (Pesier) etc.

viil



. The horizontal headline that runs on letters, called “Shirorekha” is
an integral and essential feature of Devanagari orthography and
it should be put after finishing the letter.

Second language acquisition is quite complex process which
requires extra effort, attention, time and patience. It may be more
challenging and difficult for adult learners becoming fluent with a new
alphabet or writing system. Keeping in view of all the facts, this book is
specially designed for the beginners of any age group, keen in learning
Orthography of Devanagari Script.

The mode of writing suggested in the present book is intended
particularly for the learners of non-Hindi speaking Indians and foreigners,
who are normally used to a script written above the line. For practice
in the initial stage, the student has been recommended to draw the
headline before writing a letter so that he is able to set his hand to
correct and balanced shaping of letters. But soon after as he gains
adequate practice in shaping the letters legibly and is able to switch
over to fluent writing, he is advised to draw the headline after writing
the letters of a word. The characters of the script has been given in
their traditional orders, accompanied by Roman characters used to
transliterate them and to give an approximate indication of the sound
values, which they represent.
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Key of Transliteration

Alphabet trap:s?::itleotti'i(;n Alphabet tr::;:;tti'i(;n Alphabet tr::;:ii’tg;n
37 a T ja C} ba
3 a: = jha 7 bha
- : 5 i q ma
s i: T Za i fa
3 u T ta T ya
= u: 3 tha T ra
® ri z da o la
T e = dha I va
N ai or n T 53
3T o g ra ¥ >8
3} au e rha q >
= ka =) ta g ha
T kha oT tha a7 ksha
- ga T da T tra
T gha er dha 5l gya
= A = na P éra
T cha g pa
= chha w pha




Lesson 1

Unit 1

VOWEL WRITING

In this unit you will learn to write six vowels : 31, 3T, g, §, 3, 3.

1. 3T

Phonetic transcription

Pronunciation

A

a

as ‘v in ‘us’

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of
writing

>33 YA

Join the dots.

Write the letter ‘37" without dots following the strokes as

given above.

Let us practice.




=

Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

3T

Follow the steps carefully.

a: as ‘a:’ in ‘father

w9 3 3 HITT

The technical difference between 31 and 3T is the length of the vowel.

Join the dots.

Write the letter ‘3T without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.




Phonetic transcription Pronunciation
g i as ‘i in ‘it
Follow the steps carefully.
Method of . d
writing
Join the dots.

Write the letter 3" without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.
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g Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

i as ‘ea’ in ‘eat’

Follow the steps carefully.
Method of . d
writing

Join the dots.

Write the letter ‘g’ without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.




Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

3

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of )
writing _

Join the dots.

u as ‘U’ in ‘put

Write the letter ‘3’ without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.




Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

>

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of )
writing ,

Join the dots.

u: as ‘oo’ in ‘too’

Write the letter ‘3 without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.




Unit I
In this Unit you will learn five vowels : #, T, ¥, 3T and 3i%.

1. =x

Phonetic transcription Pronunciation
IE ri as ‘i’ in ‘trick’

In Hindi, ‘&’ is not a vowel sound, but it is a combination of a consonant
and a vowel : r + i. It occurs only in Sanskrit loan words.

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of L ) 9
writing

Join the dots.

® L4 900000600000
® [ d
® ® .. P I.
oo LY ] oo ' e ° [ ] o0 [ ]
[ ] . [ ] [ ] o ® LJ LI [ ] o ® Y
4 . oo 0 [ L2 ..'o'.
[ e o LR ° [ -
[ ) [ ) Y [ ] [ ) [ ] [ ) ° o
[ ] [ ] ° L] e ® L] s ®
[ ] . LJ [ ]
. P . .

Write the letter ‘¥’ without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.




Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

T

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of l j
writing

Join the dots.

e as ‘a’ in ‘age’

Write the letter ‘T without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.




,Q_ Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

ai as ‘a’ in ‘add’

Follow the steps carefully.

\
e LYY

Join the dots.

Write the letter ‘@ without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.

&




4, 3
3# Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

o} as ‘0’ in ‘open’

Follow the steps carefully.

w19 3 3} AALSN

Join the dots.

Write the letter ‘31" without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.
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ait
3ﬁ_ Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

au as ‘au’ in ‘autumn’

Follow the steps carefully.

o2 3 3 H A AN

Join the dots.

Write the letter ‘3i’ without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.
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Lesson 2 CONSONANT WRITING
Unit 1l
In this Unit you will learn 5 consonants of &’ varga : &, @, 9, T and 3.

1. &

Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

$ ka

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of c
writing

Join the dots.

as ‘K’ in ‘skirt’

Write the letter ‘&’ without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.
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Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

E- kha as ‘kh’ in ‘kha:li’

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of G
writing

Join the dots.

. e
-

o o ee . e ® o e ®

e_ o e e ® e e_ o ® Teo e_ o ® Tae
) ea%e © e% * . e®e * -
ee e L (X ) LS. e e’
- - . . ] .

O - - - ' ] e
..l .... .... . .... .

Write the letter ‘@ without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.
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Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

T

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of J J
writing

Join the dots.

ga as ‘g’ in gun

[ [ 1@ o000OOS
[ ] [ ] [ [ ] [
[ o e o e
e ® eog® © eg® ©
e @ e o e o
ee ee ® [ X J ®
® ®
[ [
[ [

Write the letter 9T without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.

.U.T
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Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

3)

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of t b
writing

Join the dots.

gha as ‘gh’ in ‘ghost’

.........

Write the letter ‘@’ without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.
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Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

S h

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of . 9
writing

Join the dots.

as ‘ng’ in ‘king’

° ' scecesese sescessee
. . . °
. ssse ssse soee
) ) ) P
LI ®g0q g0,y ©®
. [ L .
' ° °
) o [ o [ b
oe® oe® oe®

Write the letter 5" without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.

S
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Unit IV

In this Unit you will learn 5 consonants of & varga : 9, &, 3, &H,
alongwith 3T

1. #

]

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of - t
writing

Join the dots.

Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

cha as ‘ch’ in China

Write the letter =" without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.
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Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

E chha

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of (
writing

Join the dots.

as ‘ch’ in ‘church-hill’

Write the letter ‘@ without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.

©

18



Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

ol

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of \ ) w
writing _

Join the dots.

ja as J in fjug

Write the letter ST’ without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.
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4. =

Phonetic transcription Pronunciation
g jha as ‘jh’ in ‘Jhansi’
Follow the steps carefully.

Method of d

writing

Join the dots.

.
. . . o e
seee seee seee seee o seee o
) ) ) ) . .
[] [] [] [] []
LLITN 0. LLEY Rdd LA T R *%ee %
* [ 4 [ * [ [
SO oo o ee O o se 2 e
(PO (PO [ FC . [ JC P *
oo oo oo P4 oo P4

Write the letter ‘ST’ without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.

=T
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Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

oA :

A as ‘n’ in ‘punch’

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of O &
writing

Join the dots.

MLLLN MLLLN MLLLN - PLLEN

Cagnnt
M TN

-

-

-
MITIN

. . .
Caner Tener MTTYS

n
asaNwummEns
»

Write the letter 5T’ without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.
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Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

ol

. za as ‘Z’ in razor

in Hindi, 9T sound is borrowed from Arabic language. The difference between & and
1 is shown by putting nukta (dot) below the letter.

Follow the steps carefully.

SRS IS S

Join the dots.

Write the letter ST’ without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.

*
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Unit V

In this Unit you will learn five consonants of € varga, €, &, §, &, U
alongwith 5 and & :

1. @

Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

c -

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of .
writing

Join the dots.

as ‘t’ in ‘pit’

Write the letter ‘© without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.

c
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Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

3 tha

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of .
writing

Join the dots.

as ‘th’ in ‘thug”

Write the letter ‘S’ without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.
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Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

g da

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of . e

writing

as ‘d’ in ‘duck’

Join the dots.

Write the letter 5" without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.

S
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Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

a dha

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of .
writing

Join the dots.

as ‘d in ‘Dacca’

Write the letter ‘© without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.

(3
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Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

T

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of l U U
writing

Join the dots.

na as ‘n’ in ‘Ganesha’

L J ) X ] L A L] L J X ] 000000 OO
L J L] L] L] L] L] L] L] L]
L] [ ] [ ] L J L J L] [ ] L] L J
L J L] L] L] L] L] L] L] L]
L J L) [ L] [ [ ] L] [ L J
... .... .... L] .... L]
L] L J
L] L]
L] L]

Write the letter ‘O without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.

.',UT
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Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

S -

*

as r in ‘party’

This letter was added at a later stage in Hindi alphabets and it appears only
in the middle or end of a word, and never occurs initially.

Follow the steps carefully.

SAERE- 3

Join the dots.

Write the letter ‘S° without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.

S

*
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Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

a rha

*

as ‘rh’ in ‘Aligarh’

This letter was also added at a later stage in Hindi alphabets and it appears
only in the middle or end of a word, and never occurs initially.

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of . <
writing

L
Join the dots.

Write the letter ‘¢ without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.

G

*
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Unit VI

In this Unit you will learn five consonants of @ varga : d, ¥, &, & and .
1. @

Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

a- ta as ‘t’ in ‘Bharat’

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of
writing

Join the dots.

Write the letter ‘d without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.
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2]_ Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

tha as ‘th’ in ‘path’

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of ’ &
writing

Join the dots.

Write the letter ‘I’ without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.

o
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a Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

da

as ‘d’ in ‘HindV’

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of . ‘
writing

Join the dots.

[ J L X [ ] (A X X XXX ]
[ d [ d [ J [ ]
[ ] ..... ..... .....
[ ] [ ] [ ]
Y o [ X J o [ X ]
° ° L J ° LN J
[ ] ®q 0 ®q 0
[ ] [ ]
[ ] [ ]
[ ] [ ]

Write the letter € without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.
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a_ Phonetic transcription Pronunciation
dha as ‘dh’ in ‘Gandhi’

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of Q t
writing

Join the dots.

Write the letter ‘eI’ without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.
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Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

ol

Follow the steps carefully.

na as ‘n’ in ‘pen’

Method of ’

writing

Join the dots.

Write the letter ‘& without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.

of
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Unit VII

In this Unit you will learn five consonants of ‘0" varga 9, %, &, &, &
along with %.

1. @

q

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of ‘
writing

Join the dots.

Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

pa as ‘p’ in ’Patna’

Write the letter ‘0" without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.
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Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

%

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of L

writing

pha as ‘ph’ in ‘sphinx’

Join the dots.

;e o [} o e eeecccscoe
[} [} [d [} L3 [}
. L) o L) o . o
[ J o .. [ ] L2
o o [ o )
) ) 4 ) ) . ) Se °
e ® o ®e e %o o e ®e e
[ J [ J o [ J o
® ® [} ® [}
o o o

Write the letter ‘%’ without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.
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Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

a- ba

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of c
writing

Join the dots.

as ‘b’ in ‘bat’

Write the letter ‘' without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.
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aT Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

bha as ‘bh’ in ‘Bharat’

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of
writing

Join the dots.

Write the letter ‘8T without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.

ST
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Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

H

Follow the steps carefully.

ma as ‘m’ in ‘mother’

Method of
writing

Join the dots.

° ° ’ ° ° (I XN Y X
° ° ° e ° e
° °
. ] * 4 g .
)@ ' XX NT] ' N1} ' X X N1}
] L 3R J [ N ] ° L 3R J °
° L] [} ° °
° )
) )

Write the letter ‘A without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.

H
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Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

%

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of L
writing o

Join the dots.

fa as f in ‘fun’

;e ° .. ° 0 XX XXYIIXXYX]
. . . . . L] o
L 4 ] ® ° [ ] ° e
[ 0 4%, e 4%,
. . . L e o
. . b . M . ° %e b
°® e ®e e ®e ° e®e .
. . ° ° °
° ° . ° °
P ® ... o

Write the letter ‘%’ without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.
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Unit VIII

In this Unit you will learn four consonants : I, Y, o and d.

1. &

T

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of ) L '
writing

Join the dots.

Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

ya as ‘y’ in ‘young’

Write the letter ‘T’ without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.
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Phonetic transcription Pronunciation
T ra as r in ‘run’
Follow the steps carefully.

Method of )
writing

Join the dots.

Write the letter ‘T without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.

<
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Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

ol

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of
writing

Join the dots.

la as ‘I' in ‘love’

g

Write the letter ‘o' without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.
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Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

d

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of c
writing

Join the dots.

va as v in ‘verb’

Write the letter ‘@ without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.
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Unit IX

In this Unit you will learn these four consonants : I, ¥, & and &.

1. &

Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

Qr $a as ‘sh’ in ‘shade’

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of 9
writing

Join the dots.

Write the letter ‘97" without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.

L
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Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

|

T is used only in a few borrowed words from Sanskrit.

sa as ‘sh’ in ‘shut’

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of .
writing '

Join the dots.

Write the letter ‘I without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.

46



Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

EI sa as ‘s’ in ‘sun’

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of )
writing '

Join the dots.

Write the letter ‘@ without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.

51
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Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

g ha as ‘h’ in ‘hen’

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of . A
writing

Join the dots.

Write the letter ‘g without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.

3
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Unit X

In this Unit you will learn traditionally specified four conjunct letters : &,
F, 3T and #4.

1. &

Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

EEI ksha as ‘ksh’ in ‘akshar’

Follow the steps carefully.

= @ § & QI8

Join the dots.

Write the letter ‘&7 without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.

&
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Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

g

Follow the steps carefully.

tra as ‘tr in ‘patrakar’

Method of f 9

writing

Join the dots.

Write the letter ‘T without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.
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Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

I

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of ,
writing

Join the dots.

gya as ‘gya’ in ‘gyan’

[ ]
[ ]
000000 000000 000000
] ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
[ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] L ] ®
Se o %g o S99 o ®g o o
." ." ." : ..' :
° [ ] e o ¢ o
[ ] [ ] [ ] [ ]

Write the letter 3T without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.
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Phonetic transcription Pronunciation

a5y

Follow the steps carefully.

Method of ﬂ

writing

$ra as ‘shr’ in ‘shred’

Join the dots.

Write the letter ‘e’ without dots following the strokes as given above.

Let us practice.

oy
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Lesson 3 Vowel and Vowel Signs

Unit XI

Devanagari script has unique signs for each vowel except for ‘37.
These signs are called matras.

In this unit, we will learn to form words combining consonants with
different vowel signs.

‘31"

As we have known earlier in the introduction part, that 37 (a) has
no vowel sign, and it is inherent in all the consonants.

F+HA=H
T+ =9

Let us see some words:

3 h{ oIHeh 3R
3N el ShHA a8y
38T EE3l helH KIS CIRS

Now please try to write :
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Vowel sign of ‘AT (1)

Vowel sign of 3T (T ) is placed after the consonant, e.g.
&+ 3T (1) =T
T+ =
qAIMM =
d+ 3T () =dr

Let us practice :

SO P R
s [ N
S P O
O po— S

Vowels and vowel signs may come in initial, medial and final stage of
a word.

Initial Medial Final
3T HTH JHT
3Tt CArcH HeT
3TH qrd aredT
9 dMMeT chAT

Now please try to write the following words:

[ [
U I [
| S
SN P S
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Observe the following pairs in order to grasp the difference between

‘37 and ‘31T.

hdH - hIH el - Shlel
Hol - Hled Il - 9T
Sled - Slled Yol - UTed
dq¥ - dIX " - 9
Exercise

1. Please write the letters having vowel sign ‘3T :

Example: &TH - &T

adr

] e

o & W
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Vowel sign of ‘& (") and § ()

g () - Vowel sign of S is placed before a consonant, e.g.

F+3() =

T+3() =@

qF+5(M) ==

g+3 (M) =%
Let us practice:
g+ = | g4+5 = |
g+ = | F+g = |
q+3 = | w4z = |
Ty = | g4z = |
Let us see some words:
gl feer Shiddr sfa
Rk R afa M
SelTenT fohder Afger Afa
EECIRS fergetr aford Jfa

Now please try to write :

gg_ .............. ﬁaé_ ............................
gaﬂ_l_ .............. 1\_,-”%. ............................
w .............. Ehj:ﬂé' ............................
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g (T) - vowel sign of § (T ) is placed after a consonant, e.g.

H+5 (7 =H T+ (M) =

S+5 (M= g+ (M =&
Let us practice :
F+s= | g+&= |
g+&= | F+E= |
q+s= | T
T+&= | geg= |

Let us see some words:

e $rer AP | AS STeT
SHTT A ST P arer
ol R FRER [T$ 2E]

Practice writing words having vowel sign ---

T [ P -
as [ P [S——
P — PN —
e S [ESS— P -
A | P -
Observe the contrast between ‘g’ and 5’ :
Rear - dar | Rper - drer

e - afer e - drer

57



Exercise

1. Please write the letters having vowel sign ‘T

2. Please write the letters having vowel sign ‘T

Vowel signs of 3 ( _ ) and F (. )

3 ( ,) - Vowel sign of 3 is placed below the letter, e.g
H+3()=9

9

g+3(,)=9
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Let us practice

c+3= | S
a+3= | FT+3= |
q+3= | g+3= |
g+3= | qez= |

Let us see some words :

39 I g A
3T ﬂx_*«l'l_q’ dgd Gare
o) o)
3T T | Ry
%E-IT Pe) o)
Now please try to write :
e P P .
o | lemer [
Pl
am | ewm o |
o)
e B e .
o)
I I
Q2 O
F (. ) - vowel sign of 3 is placed below the letter, e.g

A+3 () =9

5N

A+3F () =9

T+ ()=

pru

T+F ()=

24

59



Let us practice

cem= | I .
T+ = | FHF= |
T+F= | g+F= |
F+x= | g+ F= |
Let us see some words :

X o RS g

3ol Bl ey ST
W §eeAT ARt 3oL
Now please try to write :

[ e
o LN

s@r | e -
o LN

T W |
s | 3’”7{ ................

3ol - Bel

el - chel
) [N

Observe the contrast of ‘3’ and '3
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It is worth attention that with the consonant T vowel signs of 3° and
'3 are added in the middle and not in the bottom, e.g.

T+3()=%-7%
{+3()=%-&AA

Exercise
1. Please identify the words with vowel sighs 3 and 3 and write in
separate columns.

A ) >

hel

Pl

Hol

o

qEdeh

Pl

T

BeATAT
2. Now please try to write
sqar | |wg |
e I e
e e e [
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Vowel sign of ¥ (. )

Traditionally, ¥ is a vowel, but in modern Hindi, this vowel is pronounced
as a combination of a consonant and a vowel r + i’ not r + U’ as in

Sanskrit and some Indian languages. It occurs only in Sanskrit loan
words, e.g.

EAL] get 3Hqd g
*3 pikll 3mpfd Aq

Since # is treated as vowel, it has a vowel sign, which is placed below
the consonant, e.g.

R+tR()=F d+® (J)=79
T+%()=9 A+®()=7

Let us practice

Tem= | gewm= |
Tew= | T+w= |
Frwm= | T+m= |
F+m= | F+E= |
Now please try to write

FOT | e
e wo [
e e gore |
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Vowel signs of T ( — ) and ¥ ( =)

T ( ° ) - Vowel sign of T is placed above the headline of consonant, e.g.

FHT() =7

A+T () =a

H+ T (— )=@r

B+T () =%
Let us practice
g+T= | TrT= |
q+T= | g+uw= |
F+rw= | F+T= |
FrT= | gerw= |

Let us see some words :

Th Iy oh Tthe; CIC]
Tehol Iy Hot R dTer
TehAd eIy Erc) Sterer el
ThaATT B T el STTer

Now please try to write :

FEIEHE
i
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¥ (=) - Vowel sign of ¥ is also placed above the headline of consonant,
e.g.

H+ U (—) =&

T+T(—) =4

F+U(—) =49

E+U () =%
Let us practice
T+ o= | g = [
g+u= | ger= |
qH+T= | T+ = |
®HT = | qa+d= [

Let us see some words :

T qer ST

Wrad Helr TSI

U exreT 3

Now please try to write :

N — N ——
T - N
T — R -
N [— U —
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Observe the contrast between T (%) and T (%)

-8 N - R
Holl - Fer AT - Hol
g - S W - W
Exercise

Please identify the words with vowel signs T and T and write in separate
columns.

e, T T
g
dear
JerAT
o
et
W

Vowel signs of 3t (Y ) and 3t (1)

3 (Y ) - Vowel sign of 3 ( T ) is placed above the headline of
consonant, e.g.

ST+ 3T (Y) =3
F+3(T)=ar
T+ 3M(T)=7ol
g+ 3 (T)=3ar
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Let us practice

= | T [
Tz | T+ |
T4z | g+ |
= | T4z |
Let us see some words :

3R 33 gler TPR
k0] ST SR hERT
AR 3T et 3ArEn
Now please try to write :

I — e -
T — T —
N — N
NN — s|r |
N — N -
NI . N

3t (Y) - Vowel sign of 3it (1) is also placed above the headline of
consonant, e.g.

J+ 3 () =3t g+ 3t (1) =g
T+ (T) =7t T+ 3% (V) ==t
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Let us practice

3_[+3_ﬁ.= ........... €+3_ﬁ.= ...........
.q:+3_ﬁ.= ........... q+3_ﬁ.= ...........
a:+3_ﬁ.= ........... a:+3_ﬁ.= ...........
a':+3_ﬁ.= ........... 3:|:+3_ﬁ.= ...........
Let us see some words

3R St gehigr

3IRa at Feldr

Try to write words :

Q__ﬁ. ............... ﬁ. ...............
a’ﬁﬂ- ............... a:ﬁa__r ...............
Q__ﬁa’ﬂ_ ............... m ...............
FﬁﬂT ............... aqFﬁ(__h_ ...............
w ............... Eh_'cﬁé' ...............
qa’ﬁgl_ ............... ma_r ...............

Observe the contrast between ‘3" and ‘3it’

3R - 3R

S-St
ar - gt
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Exercise

Please identify the words with vowel signs 3T and 3t and write in
separate columns.

eleg 3 33t
T

gledT
aiferar
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Lesson 4 Conjunct Letters

Unit XII

A conjunct is a combination of two or more consonants with no vowel
including the inherent ‘37. Only the final consonant has its inherent
vowel ‘3. In Hindi every consonant has two forms:

1. Full form with inherent ‘37

2. Half consonant form.

Half forms of consonants are formed in three ways:

(i) By dropping the final vertical line:

Full form of Mode of change Modified form in
Consonant words
c) & q=T
9
o) N TARE
13) ® e
El T <1
T N T
oT U qug
9
d < FHedl
o 2 Fg
3] € eI
T A 3T
q v e
g E fSear
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o ¥ q&g
H ¥ JFRT
I T IR
o < goar
T N sAredr
¥ v R
¥ gEdr

(i) By curtailing a tail.

Consonants which end in round curve, while making a conjunct, the
curve is removed :

& Et Yerehl, T

% R SR, HFA

(iii) By placing hal (_) sign at the bottom in consonants having round
shape which indicates that inherent ‘37" is dropped, e.g.

T T fRredr
a a Jou
3 3 qred
g 3 .

2 IS
3 g TG
3 ® ELD
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Please note
The combination of T with other letters is an exception.

(i) Where T occurs as the first member of a conjunct letter, it is
represented by a hook ((—) placed over the second letter, e.g.

qH -I+H=HA
ol - L+ ar =&t

(i)  When T occurs as the second member of a conjunct letter, it is
represented by a vertical stroke placed towards the lower left of the first
letter, e.g.

qH-T+I=7
gT-g+1=%g

(iii)  In combination with € and s, T is represented by an inverted v
(_) below the consonant

gH-c+I=¢

gfc -+ V1 =3¢
Now try to write the conjunct letters
sjesr | e
I — S —
N F— S —
S — R [ —
e T " Farg |
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EIEE] L5

omza_ ................. a%?:rqa_ .................
Ehjﬁ' ................. aq‘:é_ .................
quﬁ- ................. ﬂ?.ﬁ_ .................
a‘é_ ................. 3'.”% .................
3_]_25_ ................. 3_.'\_7ﬁ_ .................
- aq |
. e
T

T

Exercise

1. Transcribe the following into Devnagari Script :

vishva:s

patta:

i:shvar

vya:palr

bhram
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Please rewrite

the following words twice :

ICECH

g
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Lesson 5 Special Signs

Unit XIlI

Anuswar (—)

When nasal consonants (5, 31, UT, o1, #) are combined with a homogeneous

consonant or with I T of 9 & ¥ ¥ § are represented by a dot (—)
over the preceding vowel. This sign is called ‘Anuswar’. This Anuswar
assumes the sound of the nasal of class to which the following consonant
belongs. For example:

1. It is pronounced as ¥ (velar) while followed by consonants of ‘&
varga (&, 4@, 91, 9) e.g.

2. It is pronounced as 3 (palatal) while followed by consonants of
=T varga (I, ¥, 3, H), e.g.
3. It is pronounced as ‘OT (retroflex) while followed by consonants of
T varga (¢, &, 5, ©), e.g.
4. It is pronounced as ‘@ (dental) while followed by consonants of
d varga (d, ¥, §, 9), e.g.

Hd, 99, 0, v
5. It is pronounced as & (bilabial) while followed by consonants of
T varga, (9, %, 9, ) eg.

F, a;rqﬁr 3T, G
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6. It is pronounced as per the place of articulation of the particular
consonant, such as

T - g
T - W
o - Holael
d - Harg
o - T
g - g4
g - WeR

7. A nasal consonant combined with another nasal consonant is not
represented by Anuswar. It retains its original form, such as -

3T foreeT
T 3
3TFAT HeaATeT
S H HFATA

Anunasik (:)

Nasalised vowel or nasalization is different from anuswara, as anuswara
has consonant value whereas anunasika is a modification of vowel, i.e.,
the vowel is uttered simultaneously through the nose. Anunasik does
not follow a vowel like anuswara but changes the very vowel quality
by adding nasal colour to it. It is represented by a sign (=) called
chandrabindu and it placed above the letter.
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The learners are therefore cautioned not to confuse these two linguistic
entities. Anunasika has unique entity and this can change the meaning.

el - Fgl
Hal sign ()

When the simple consonant without the inherent 37 is specifically to
be expressed, a sign of g ‘_’ (a right slanting stroke) is put below the
letter, e.g.

~

@ 9 A

Visarg sign (:)

The sign () is called visarg. It has the sound of voiced F. It occurs
almost exclusively in Sanskrit words used in Hindi, e.g.

3id: IE2N CIE

JoT: HTATI T theld:

This sign should not be confused with the colon sign.
Exercise

1. Please transcribe the following words into Devanagari :

pankh

khamba ..................

andar
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gambhi:r

amba:

pump

2. Write down the words legibly :
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Annexure-|

Combination of Vowel Signs witb Consonants

s B F B F B B B K

T B

B
¥

s B
5 B°
o [
& B
& ®

(5
5

*
+
~
B9
5
&

A I I R
5 F B BB

B A A U
B v B B B
pé B¢ ke BB
B2 B B B R
E F & F B
e & e 6 E

1

1

A0

40
tue
boa

‘)

S

1o
fo

40
40
to¢
t0n
4o
¢°

v 8 F R § kB 5 fe

LI U o | v S S ~ A 1

(o

»

0

A

e

g

)

@

* F
& F

ke B°
& &
¢ E

T % %
t &

I
£ w4
¢ &6 e
[ &9 R0
£ & &
Cc & ¢

s B FE F F B B B F b b 8 F E F 5

kK P F B B B B B O o

fm O F ©t & kK

k5
65

En)
~
n_u.m

o9

gqr ey
a =T &

T

T
(5

o
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B B 5 K
=20~ - S 3
T T ® B E
tF B & & F
N I
2D R S
¢ I5¢ R¢ % ke
bo 50 0 %Y RO
F & & & &
E €& & & E

.
W
®
(5

£
+
¢
SR
&
(2

i

‘b

SUBR)

¥

&

&

£ fo

"

¢ fo¢
FAL )
€ &
& ¢

F E F § E F F E I

bk r 5 B

P

b

kR I

d e et o

o

- A 1
T B he
T E
FE

o B heo
& B &
& & ¢
F B k

=2 =
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Annexure-ll

Cardinals
International | Devanagri International | Devanagri
Teh 1 g 9ra 20 Q0
ar 2 2 SFhT 21 el
drer 3 3 I8 22 R
IR 4 Y SES: 23 33
ara 5 3 EICie: 24 Y
OE 6 & T 25 el
ard 7 b Sedl g 26 28
3T 8 ¢ Tedied 27 QW
st 9 Q eI 28 224
R} 10 go 3T 29 R
TIRE 11 29 dara 30 30
IRE 12 22 ghdrd 31 3¢
RE 13 23 e 32 3R
dleg 14 oY ddra 33 33
oy 15 L aldrE 34 3y
el 16 25, SRiE:) 35 39
S ES 17 {0 Sedrd 36 38
30RE 18 14 ddra 37 3l
3ot 19 2] 3rsdE 38 3¢
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International | Devanagri International | Devanagri
3ot 39 R SHhES 61 &9
EICIE:] 40 Yo IS 62 &3
SehdTelr 41 Ye foRws 63 €3
AT 42 Y3 aas 64 &%
ddrere 43 Y3 SEa L) 65 €3
EEICIR 44 Y% IERIR) 66 &8
darerE 45 Y3 R EPeE) 67 &lo
fareia 46 YE 35S 68 &¢
darerg 47 ¥lo 3T 69 €3
K EGICIE:] 48 4 HeaX 70 o
3eTary 49 ¥e gdhgca 71 e
EEIRs 50 go dg o} 72 LR
SHATTeT 51 39 IGRGGES 73 b3
CICE) 52 43 dlgea 74 %
R 53 $3 TEEeaR 75 o3
GICE) >4 sy g 76 loE,
T 55 59 TdecR 77 lols
ST 56 38, 3BER 78 ¢
HedTdel 57 3l 3eArEr 79 LR
31CaIaeT 58 8¢ 3TEET 80 ¢o
3496 59 $Q ST 81 14
qrs 60 go SgrET 82 R
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International | Devanagri International | Devanagri

o= 83 ¢3 qTeTa 92 ’3
SR 84 ¢y IGRGE] 93 ’3
I 85 ¢S RIS 94 RY
farar 86 ¢& TTeTd 95 RY
HATar 87 o IGRICE] 96 RE,
3rorET 88 24 qdlela 97 Rl
STaTEr 89 R 373Ted 98 ¢
T 90 Ro fegreTa 99 R
EERICE) 91 3¢ |t 100 foo

) 0

gAR 1,000

CIEC] 1,00,000

ERUE 1,00,00,000

3RS 1,00,00,00,000
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Ordinals
qgoll

qERT
areRT
e

pahla:
du:sra:

ti:sra:

chautha:
paf:.cva:

chhatha:

sa:tva:
a:thva:
nau:va

dasva:

first
second
third
fourth
fifth
sixth
seventh
eighth
nineth

tenth

Annexure-lll

Further to these numerals all other numerals will take ar
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Annexure-lV

Fractionals

BINIES (6) | Ttemg #rex FusT

(Measurement)

arg (Weight) (Va) Ueh 919 g IT 9id #g o

3R (2) | 3mem el g&r, e #Hex SusT

gieT (%) |dieT §oF - 12:45 hrs

Har (1%) | gar #ex s9sT
gar will follow numeral 2’ onwards, eg.
4T ar - 2%, §ar dieT - 3% etc.

3¢ (1%) |3 e gy, 3¢ oo

qisT ar (1%) |9 changes into @i with plural and
precedes the highest whole number

ALY (25) |ors FeX FHusT

S e (3%) |@e de #Hex FHusr
(3T changes into @¢ when followed by
3 and above)
|IS AT MeX g
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