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India passes bill on legislative seats

for women

The Washington Post : March 10, 2010

New delhi — Indian lawmakers approved a
historic bill Tuesday that would set aside one
-third of all legislative seats for women. The
bill, would guarantee seats for women in the
national legislature and all state assemblies
in the world’s largest democracy, where
women have been largely kept on the side-
lines of the legislative process.

“ This is a momentous development in the
long journey of empowering our
women.....”, India’s prime minister, Manmo-
han Singh, said after legislators approved the
bill. The new quotas, he said, will be “ living
proof that the heart of Indian democracy is
sound and is in the right place.”

Women’s representation in politics is not
new to South Asia. Several nations, includ-
ing Pakistan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka,
have elected women to their highest office.
India elected Indira Gandhi as its only female
prime minister four times between 1966 to
1984. But the region’s women have lagged
behind men in life expectancy, literacy and
legal rights.

Advocates of the bill say greater female rep-
resentation in Indian politics will help make
women’s issues a higher priority for policy-
makers. “Issues like female infanticide will
no longer be seen as a soft subject but will
become the core of the nation’s political
agenda,” said Brinda Karat, a member of the
Communist Party of India (Marxist), during
the debate in the upper house.

Female politicians have made steady gains in
India. Women hold some of the country’s
highest offices, including that of its ceremo-
nial president and of the speaker of the lower
house of parliament. The ruling Congress
Party is headed by a woman, as is the main
opposition, the Bharatiya Janata Party, in the
lower house.
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Village councils have 40 percent women’s
representation because of an earlier quota
law.

“It is very appropriate that we are getting
this law at this time because people’s accep-
tance of women in leadership positions is
better than it ever was,” said Ranjana Ku-
mari, director of the Center for Social Re-
search, which trains women for leadership
roles. “But what is more important is the
big, big change in women’s own expres-
sions and aspirations in the new India.”
Experts say the presence of women in par-
liament might not automatically lead to em-
powerment. An analysis of the performance
of female members of the current parlia-
ment by PRS Legislative Research, an inde-
pendent research group, finds that women
asked fewer questions, moved fewer bills
and participated in fewer debates than their
male counterparts.

Gulf has a special focus in India's

foreign policy: Tharoor

The Economic Times : 21 Mar 2010
KOCHI: Gulf region has a special focus in
India's foreign policy as New Delhi has a
vital stake in its stability, security and eco-
nomic well-being in view of diversification
of maritime linkages between the two,
Minister of State for External Affairs Shashi
Tharoor said here on Sunday.

Inaugurating a seminar on 'Maritime link-
ages between India and the Gulf - Old
Foundation, New Perspectives', he said it
was satisfying to note that India-Gulf
maritime linkages had not only continued
but strengthened in the recent past.
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"The maritime linkages have transformed
and diversified into several linkages such as
political, economic, strategic and cultural,
investment and the significant contribution
of the Indian diaspora--large plurality of
which is the state of Kerala--to well being
of both India and the Gulf'.

"This has meant that the Gulf region is an
area of special focus in India's foreign
policy and India has a vital stake in the
stability, security and economic well-being
of the Gulf," he said.

The bilateral trade between India and Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) countries had
reached nearly USD 100 billion in 2009
making the GCC, as a block, the second
largest trading partner of India after the US,
he said.

In addition, the estimated four to five
million Indians in the Gulf countries trans-
fer about USD 30 billion in remittances to
India annually, he said.

On the emerging maritime security
environment, he said it had deep
significance in terms of the need to protect
the Exclusive Economic Zone of two
million square kilometers, to ensure security
from attacks through this sea and
development of close relations with Gulf
nations.

India and the countries of the Gulf were
having a shared view of peace and prosper-
ity in this region, he said, adding many of
the Gulf countries look upon New Delhi as
"a friendly and benign neighbour" on which
they can depend in times of difficulty and
need.
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Traditional Naval powers continue to rely
upon their sea-control assets while emerg-
ing powers are developing sea-denial
capabilities, he said, adding "all this is
leading to the emergence of a new interna-
tional maritime order, one that is
characterised by a great deal of flux."

"It is clear that our maritime policies will be
one of the major determinants of success or
failure in our attempt to transform India into
a modern, plural, open, advanced country
that is both secure and prosperous," Tharoor
said.

Russia, India Consider Joint Moon
Mission

15 March 2010 : The Moscow Times

NEW DELHI — Russia and India may join
forces in exploring the moon, Prime
Minister Vladimir Putin said Friday, touting
the two countries' potential for cooperation
on high-technology projects.

"We need to identify priorities for our joint
work in space," Putin said during a video
conference in New Delhi. "Moon
exploration could be one of these priorities."
Russia, which sent the first satellite and man
into space, is rebuilding a space program
that was decimated by the collapse of the
Soviet Union. The country is also working
on space projects with the United States and
China and is planning to fly an Indian
astronaut in its Soyuz vehicle.

Under a space cooperation agreement
signed Friday, Russia plans to send an
Indian into space in 2013, Deputy Prime
Minister Sergei Ivanov told reporters.
Anatoly Perminov, head of the Federal
Space Agency, said in New Delhi in
December 2008, that India might get its
own spacecraft after 2015.

Russia and India earlier agreed to send an
unmanned mission to the moon and erect a
laboratory on the lunar surface. The accord
will expire at the end of 2017.
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India Launches Energy Conservation
Fund, Aims At Saving 25,000 MW
Cleantechnica.com : March 20, 2010

The Indian government has launched a new
fund aimed at providing state governments with
financial help to promote energy
efficiency. The Energy Conservation Fund will
be formed by contributions from the state gov-
ernments which can later request for grants to
promote energy conservation
programs.

The Indian economy has been growing at a
handsome rate of 7 to 9 percent in the recent
few years. The government wants to push the
GDP growth into double digits. India is
heavily dependent on coal for energy generation
and other energy-intensive industrial and manu-
facturing process.

The government aims at generating 100,000
MW energy by 2017 in order to meet the ever
rising energy demand. It also aims at saving
25,000 MW energy through various energy effi-
ciency initiatives and stricter laws
preventing power theft and reducing
transmission and distribution losses which
amount to about $6.5 billion losses for the
power companies.

India has ambitious renewable energy targets
like the National Solar Mission which aims at
installing 20,000 MW of solar energy systems
in the country in the next decade or so.

Commendable efforts has been initiated in this
regard by announcing the sector-wide trading of
energy efficiency certificates which would work
in a manner similar to the trading carbon cred-
its. The government would
identify more than 700 of the most energy
intensive sectors and would mandate energy
efficiency guidelines for them. Any industry
falling short of its energy efficiency target
would have purchase energy efficiency certifi-
cate from the industries which have achieved
their assigned targets. The government
intends to launch this program by next month
and hopes to save 10,000 MW power every
year.
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Foreign wuniversities
opening

AFP : March 25, 2010

NEW DELHI — Universities around the
world are poised to establish outpost colleges
in India as the government pushes ahead with
plans to open up the country's education
system.

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh's cabinet
has given the green light to the proposals,
which will now be debated by parliament
next month.

Nearly one in three of India's 1.15 billion
people is under 14, and Singh has said
improving educational standards is crucial if
recent rapid economic development is to
continue.

Many foreign universities already have links
with Indian business schools or engineering
colleges but the prospect of independent
foreign campuses in one of the world's major
emerging economies has sparked global
interest.

Krista Knopper, India adviser for the
Netherlands' Maastricht University, said the
proposed legislation promised a revolution
for Indian students.

About 100,000 Indians study at universities
in the United States and 60,000 in other
countries, according to the New York-based
Institute of International Education.

"The bill is likely to benefit Indian students
and will lead to more choice," said Lancaster
University vice chancellor Paul Welling in
comments published this week.

Stanford's assistant vice president Lisa Lapin
told the Hindustan Times that "learning
centres" and '"research partnerships" had
proved valuable in India for the university's
current students and would probably be
expanded.

The bill, which stipulates foreign institutes
would have to deposit a start-up fund of 11
million dollars, is likely to face a difficult
time in parliament.
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India launches most luxurious

tourist train

Xinhua : March 21, 2010

MUMBALI - India's most luxurious tourist
train started its maiden journey from an
eastern city on Saturday evening.

The train , which is called "Maharajas
Express," launched at Kolkata station at
10:10 pm by Indian Railway Minister
Mamata Banerjee, Indian media reported
on Saturday evening.

For the coming six days and seven nights,
the train will stop at six stations before
reaching the destination of New Delhi. It
will be a unique pan-Indian tour, and
tourists could visit many famous
destinations, such as heritage cities and
wild forests , where visitors may have the
opportunity of a glimpse of tigers, said
Banerjee.

The train can carry 88 passengers in 23
well-decorated carriages, which are
equipped with individual temperature
control systems, environment-friendly
toilets, live TV sets, DVD players, internet
and direct dial telephones, and all food and
drinks are complimentary, according to the
report.  There are four categories of
carriages—junior suite for US$800 per
person per day, deluxe cabin for US$900,
suite for US$1400 and the Presidential
Suite for US$2500.

The new move created history in Indian
railways, and will promote the development
of the tourism industry, the minister said.
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India to Saudi

students

ARAB NEWS : Mar 20, 2010

JEDDAH: India expects a “substantial
increase” in the number of students from
Saudi Arabia with its latest move to allow
international educational institutions to
operate from different parts of the country.

attract more

“We are hopeful of a dramatic increase in
the number of Saudi students pursuing
studies in India,” Indian Consul General
Sayeed Ahmed Baba told a press
conference convened to announce a mega
catalog-cum-product show being held with
the cooperation of the Jeddah Chamber of
Commerce and Industry for two days from
Sunday.

Catalogs, products and services — both
traditional and modern — from 300 of
India’s major companies will be showcased
for two days at the event, which is the “first
major bilateral commercial move following
the recent visit of Indian Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh to the Kingdom,” said
Baba.

India has already carved a niche for itself in
the field of education with some of its own
colleges and universities, as well as
professional institutions figuring among the
world’s best. “The move to allow overseas
educational universities and institutions,
including some of the prestigious ones, will
only help many more Saudi and other
foreign students to study in India,” the
consul general said.

Baba said the bilateral trade was
continuously increasing in the past three
years and stood around $20 billion in 2008-
09, with Indian exports to the Kingdom
exceeding $5 billion, a 37.70 percent jump.

GOl eyl qldada aigd)
Comtd g2l
coall LAl
20/03/2010
GOl slac (A "ledia 5ol 3" aigll ad 55
i) Lgisha me Qnsadl Al e
O dandl A3l pall 455 511 dalaall Flandly
AU e dalidg ;\)';i

— (Arab News)

aisa 8 L daal gaigd) aladl Juasil) J8
5 o)l A8 e ae ulailh e daa
gAE (o pe LY B dcliall
Bl e L' claiidl el S
Cmdgmadl Okl dae Cay ASHl

" gl & Al all ) )

Glaadll 5 clatiall 5 cla ISl Cua e
IS, e 30 Ge — Apaall 5 dpadal) —
1 5 ol B b gl i A
N P S PC I PR PN |
gl el usl 55V 5L

Ll J6 LS " ALl ) s (s saile

doe G4 W @Y g G ded) G
) laala 5 Lasalae any Jslan aaladll
callall 3 Jumd) G digal) aalaall Cails
claadl 55 o Ll Jamll JE
— doa )Y addadl) Claaladl 5 Slosw el
— 28] aaleal) 5 Cilaaladl oary Liaaie
5 Omsmall Ol e 3 el aeludu

" gl) g Al e cilal) (e

)58 cals Al 5l o) L JU LS
B 5 dpalall S gl B ) et
G oo Y bk 20 WE L clag
Ll @l ulall slaxl 2009-2008
Ly 3580 Y o0 Gl il 5 asladdl )

AL 37.70



	Email: hoc.damascus@mea.gov.in, cons.damascus@mea.gov.in, com.damascus@mea.gov.in بريدالكتروني 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



