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Made in India fair to feature
business summit and shows
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Khaleej Times; 6 May 2010
DUBAI — A business summit that will line
up senior representatives of leading Indian
companies will be staged on June 8 as part of
the three-day Made in India fair running at
the Dubai International Convention and
Exhibition Centre.
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The “India Business Summit” has been
designed to project the
third largest
economy of Asia as an attractive destination
in focused sectors, said G P Upadhyaya,
Secretary General of the Federation of Indian
Exports Organisation (FIEO), which is
organising the fair from June 8 to 10.
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More than 250 big and small companies from
manufacturing and services sectors are taking
part in the show, billed as the first solo
Indian fair to be staged in Dubai.
The fair, which will be inaugurated by Union
Commerce and Industry Minister Anand
Sharma, also seeks to highlight the country’s
attractiveness as a global investment
destination, Upadhyaya said at a Press
conference on Tuesday. Also present were
Indian Ambassador to the UAE M.K.
Lokesh, and Indian Consul General in Dubai
Sanjay Verma.
“The main objective of the Made India Show
is to showcase India’s manufacturing and
services. The event will also showcase
India’s soft power like culture, cuisine and
cinema,” said Upadhyaya.
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Made in India Show is an event of the
Ministry of Commerce, Government of India
and FIEO has been appointed as the lead
agency by the ministry to organise it.
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Other main highlights of the fair, designed as
a buyer-seller and meet, will be a Networking
Meeting in association with Dubai Chamber
of Commerce & Industry, a Cultural Evening,
Indian Cuisine, and Mango Festival.
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“This is the first time such a uniquely
packaged fair is being staged outside the
country by the Ministry of Commerce & Industry. Dubai was chosen for this given its
preeminent status as a trade hub and a major
trading partner. If this debut show proves a
success, we will make this a regular annual
event,” he said.
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New York Times : May 13, 2010
NEW DELHI — The trains arrive with a
whisper. The doors slide open and a puff of
refrigerated air confronts the city’s
summertime miasma. A bell dings, the doors
close and the train whisks its passengers to the
next stop.
This sequence of events might seem utterly
ordinary on train platforms in Berlin or
Bangkok, Stockholm or Singapore. But here
in the sweaty heart of India’s northernmost
megacity, the runaway success of the city’s
almost complete subway system, known as
the Metro, is a feat bordering on miraculous,
and it offers new hope that India’s perpetually
decrepit urban infrastructure can be dragged
into the 21st century.
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The Delhi Metro manages to defy just about
every stereotype of urban India. It is
scrupulously clean, impeccably maintained
and almost unfailingly punctual. Its cars are
the latest models, complete with airconditioning and even power outlets to let
commuters charge their mobile phones and
laptops. Its signaling and other safety technology is first rate, and the system is among the
best in the world, urban transport experts say.
Despite cheap fares, less than 20 cents for the
shortest
ride
and
about
67 cents for the longest, the system manages
to turn an operating profit.
In a country where government projects are
chronically delayed and budgets are busted,
the Metro is on track to finish its 118-mile
network by fall, right on schedule and within
its $6.55 billion budget.
“Metro’s performance has been
outstanding,” said Pronab Sen, India’s chief
statistician, whose government department
keeps track of delays and cost overruns.
The Delhi Metro is perhaps the most
ambitious urban infrastructure project since
India won its independence, and its progress
has been closely watched in a country
facing a looming urban disaster. Unlike China
and other rapidly growing developing countries, India remains predominantly
rural.
But that is changing as millions of
impoverished villagers try to grab a slice of I
ndia’s rapid but unequally shared economic
growth. India has done almost nothing to cope
with the influx of villagers into the
cities, much less plan for many more,
analysts say.
A study published last month by the McKinsey
Global Institute estimated that by 2030, 590
million
Indians
would
live
in
cities and 70 percent of India’s new jobs would be
in cities. India needs $1.2 trillion in
infrastructure to accommodate these new
arrivals, the report concluded, including 4,600
miles of railways and subways, and real estate
equivalent to the entire city of Chicago every year.
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India’s romance with the village, which
Mahatma Gandhi believed was the most
suitable environment for human
development, is partly to blame for the
decrepitude of Indian cities.
Uniformly, India’s cities are a
strangled daily by traffic that has already
eroded its image. Mumbai, the commercial
capital, is riddled with overcrowded slums.
New Delhi, as the capital, is alone among
India’s largest cities in having control over
its own money and destiny. The Metro is
the most visible example of that advantage.
Much of the credit for its success is usually
laid at the feet of one man, Elattuvalapil
Sreedharan, a 77-year-old technocrat who
serves as the Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation’s managing director. Mr.
Sreedharan has a reputation for fearlessness
and incorruptibility. At the Metro he has
tried to create the culture of a private startup business in the most unlikely of
petri dishes: the epicenter of India’s sprawling bureaucracy.
Instead of dry procedural manuals,
senior managers are given a copy of the
Bhagavad-Gita, one of Hinduism’s most
important texts. But its significance is not
religious, said Anuj Dayal, a spokesman for
the Metro.
“It is a management text,” he said of the
book, which is taken from the Mahabharata,
an epic poem at the heart of Hindu
philosophy. “It is the story of how to
motivate an unmotivated person.”
The Bhagavad-Gita retells a battlefield
dialogue between the god Krishna,
disguised as a chariot driver, and Arjuna, a
brave but demoralized king. Krishna
convinces him that he must do his duty
against all odds, and fight even what seems
to be an unwinnable war.
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It is a message that resonates with workers,
many of whom came from India’s railway
system, where bureaucratic procedures hampered even the smallest innovations. But in the
Metro even the lowliest employees’ ideas are
taken seriously, said P. K. Pathak, who runs
Metro’s training institute.
When trainees at the institute, which is packed
to the gills to try to churn out enough
employees to staff its new lines, suggested
staggering lunch times in the cafeteria to ease
crowding, Mr. Pathak made the change that
very day.
“In the railway, change was very difficult,”
Mr. Pathak said. “In Metro, we are open to all
ideas.”
Some of its changes seem simple but are
revolutionary by Indian standards. The Metro
has contracted out as much of its work as
possible, keeping its payrolls slim and its
management structure as simple as possible,
officials say. They jettisoned the ubiquitous
string-tied paper files, emblematic of India’s
vast bureaucracy, doing as much work as
possible electronically.
No one appreciates the Metro more than riders.
Pawan Sharma, a civil servant who commutes
from the western suburb of Dwarka, was so
impressed with the Metro that he signed up to
be a volunteer monitor. With a blue badge affixed to his chest, he patrols the train cars for
two hours in the morning and evening, looking
for people breaking the rules. He receives no
compensation, not even free Metro rides.
The Metro’s rules are strictly enforced. Spitting,
a common habit of Northern Indian men, is
forbidden. So is sitting on the floor, a habit
from India’s often-squalid railways, where
passengers without tickets squat on the floor of
overcrowded trains. Public urination, another
unfortunate habit in a country where there are
more cellphones than toilets, is off limits.
Eating and drinking are forbidden, too.
Such rules chafe against the anything-goes
chaos of urban life in India, Mr. Sharma said.
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Indian ministers laud Salman’s visit
Saudi
Gazette: May 11, 2010
NEW DELHI – Indian ministers E. Ahmed and
Sachin Pilot have described the visit of Prince
Salman Bin Abdul Aziz, Emir of
Riyadh region, to India as “consolidating the
strategic partnership between New Delhi and
Riyadh” and “expanding the dialogue
between the two countries in political,
economic, trade and cultural spheres”.
Minister of State for Railways E. Ahmed said at
the conclusion of Prince Salman’s four-day visit
Wednesday that Saudi-Indian relations had
“entered a new chapter of partnership”, which
would witness a strengthening of
security and stability in South Asia and the
Middle East.
“The Kingdom and India are coming closer
together and have common goals, and the visit
has given impetus to the Riyadh
Declaration signed by Indian Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh last February,” Ahmed said.
“Saudi-Indian relations are excellent and built
on a firm base going back a long time.”
“India condemns violence, extremism and
terrorism which is a global issue affecting all
societies,” he said. “Terrorism is a common enemy and it must be fought with resolve to attack
it at its root.”The IT Minister, Sachin Pilot, said
that there were “extensive fields of development
for cooperation with Riyadh, one of which is
information technology and in which India has
become a pioneer”.
“The bringing of relations up to the strategic
level in security, the economy, defense and
politics will give the chance for them to diversify and become richer,” Pilot said.
“Both countries wish to develop their economies into ones based on knowledge and comprehensiveness.”
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India broadband airwave auction
price Hits INR23.53 Bln
The Wall Street Journal : May 24, 2010

24/5/2010 ،رل/4 O%( وول
NEW DELHI (Dow Jones)--Companies
vying for airwave to offer broadband
wireless Internet services in India have raised
their bid amount by about 34% from the
starting price to INR23.53 billion
($501.76 million) for one slot at the end of
the first day's auction Monday, the
Department of Telecommunications said.
The starting price for a slot for offering
services nationwide was INR17.50 billion.
The government is auctioning two bandwidth
slots for broadband services in each of the
country's 22 service areas.
Five rounds of bidding were completed and
bids will start at about INR25.20 billion
when the auction resumes Tuesday, the
department said on its website.
The auction comes a few days after India
completed auctioning of bandwidth for
third-generation mobile-phone operations.
The government will get $14.6 billion from
that auction, almost double of what it had
expected together from allotting bandwidth
for 3G service and broadband Internet.
Communications Minister Andimuthu Raja
said the government is expecting about
INR150 billion from bandwidth for
broadband services, news agency Press Trust
of India reported earlier. "We expect
competition will be as high as that for the
3G," PTI quoted him as saying.
Eleven companies, including U.S.-based
Qualcomm Inc. (QCOM) and top local
mobile-telephony providers such as Bharti
Airtel Ltd. (532454.BY) and Vodafone Essar
Ltd., are participating in the auction.
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Idea Cellular Ltd. (532822.BY), Aircel Ltd., Tata
Communications Ltd. (500483.BY), Augere
(Mauritius) Ltd., Infotel Broadband Services Pvt.
Ltd., Spice Internet Service Provider Pvt. Ltd.,
Tikona Digital Networks Pvt. Ltd. and Reliance
Communications Ltd.'s (532712.BY) Reliance
WiMax Ltd. unit are the other participants.
The department received bids for all the
22 service areas Monday.
Companies which get the bandwidth will be able
to offer high-speed Internet access as well as
Internet telephony and television services. They
can also eventually use the bandwidth for voice
and high-speed-data services.
A New Delhi-based telecom analyst said with
11 bidders and only two slots of spectrum, the
auction could see more intense bidding than that
for 3G telephony, where the bidding went on for
34 days and 183 rounds.
As just 1% of Indians have Internet connections
and less than that have broadband facility, the
country offers huge potential, said Shobhit
Agarwal, director of Protiviti Consulting Pvt. Ltd.
"However, one must keep in mind that it is also a
very price sensitive" market.
Protiviti's preliminary simulations show decent
returns can be achieved with license fees at
one-and-a-half times to two times the starting bid
price if the subscriber pool touches 100 million
by the fifth or sixth year, he said. Higher license
fees "will stress the business models of the
service providers and have a significant adverse
impact on the return numbers."
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Himachal Pradesh offers best monsoon
sightseeing to Arab tourists
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Khaleej Times : May 8, 2010
MENAFN - Khaleej Times) Himachal Pradesh, a
beautiful hill state in India, offers the best possible monsoon sightseeing to Arab tourists, a top
official of the state said.
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Popularly known as the Devbhumi (Land of the
Gods), Himachal nestles in the north-west region
of western Himalayas. The state is landlocked
with the Tibetan plateau to the east, Jammu and
Kashmir to the north, and the Punjab to the west.
“We noticed that Arabs are looking for some kind
of niche experience.
We got to know from Maharashtra Tourism that
around 10,000 Arab people visit during monsoon
season. We receive the second highest rain fall in
the world, so we can offer them the best possible
monsoon sightseeing,” Dr Arun Kumar, Director,
Department of Tourism & Civil Aviation and
Special Under-secretary to the chief minister of
Himachal Pradesh, told Khaleej Times at the
Arabian Travel Market.
Arabs now come in chartererd planes to New
Delhi and Mumbai, said Dr Kumar, adding: “We
intend to tie-up with some of the travel agents to
bring them all the way to Chandigarh and from
Chandigarh we will be taking them to Himachal
on our own helicopters to give them the real feel
of the place.” Chandigarh is a union territory of
India that serves as the capital of two states,
Punjab and Haryana.
Himachal recorded a significant increase in
tourists in 2009. Last year total 11 million tourists
visited the state including 400,583 foreigners,
compared to 9.7 million in 2008 which also
include 376,736 foreigners, according to Himachal Tourism website.
There are enough decent accommodation options
in Himachal Pradesh and the scene is getting
better every passing day. There are a number of
star category hotels catering to the needs of
tourists coming to explore Himachal Pradesh or
interesting in exploring the scenic region around.
“We expect almost double the number of five-star
hotels in the state in the next four to five years,”
Dr Kumar said. The state currently has five
luxury hotels. Around 2,139 hotel and guest
houses offer 24,338 hotel rooms.
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