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PP
rime Minister
Manmohan Singh
unveiled his vision for “a
new India” on the coun-
try’s 60th Independence

Day while warning that peace with
Pakistan could be hit unless
Islamabad took “concrete measures”
to end cross-border terrorism.

In a nearly 50-minute speech from
the ramparts of the Mughal-built Red
Fort on August 15, Manmohan Singh
spoke of a resurgent India in an era of
globalisation without glossing over
issues such as poverty, hunger and
homelessness.

Reading a prepared speech in
Hindustani, the Prime Minister
underlined that an atmosphere of
peace was vital for the success of the
India-Pakistan peace process that
began over two years ago.

“It is obvious that unless Pakistan
takes concrete steps to implement the
solemn assurances it has given to pre-
vent cross-border terrorism against
India from any territory within its con-
trol, public opinion in India, which
has supported the peace process, will
be undermined,” he said.

“All countries in our region must
recognise that terrorism anywhere is a
threat to peace and prosperity every-
where. It must be confronted with our
united efforts. There is a large con-
stituency for peace and shared pros-
perity among our people and we must
work together to build on that,” he
told an audience of 8,000 gathered to
hear him at the Red Fort. The speech

was also telecast live by national as
well as several private TV channels.

Manmohan Singh said India was
ready to give its neighbours “a stake
in our own prosperity and share the
fruits of our growth with them”. But,
he added, “the dream of a South
Asian community, where borders
have ceased to matter and there is an
unhindered flow of goods and peo-
ples, culture and ideas, can hardly be
realised if terrorist violence and the
politics of hate and confrontation
continue to cast a dark shadow.”

The Prime Minister described
Mumbai’s horrific train bombings last
month that killed some 200 people
as “the most inhuman terrorist attack
in the recent past” and praised the
people of the city for refusing to cow
down.

“I had said in Mumbai then that it
cannot be business as usual for any of
us,” Manmohan Singh recalled.
“Terrorists want to undermine our
growing economic strength; destroy
our unity; and provoke communal
incidents. We cannot allow this to
happen.”

In the same breath, he pledged to
“modernise, strengthen and properly
equip our security forces and intelli-
gence agencies” and to “neutralise
and smash” terrorism. 

He declared: “Let those who want
to hurt us by inflicting a thousand
cuts remember –– no one can break
our will or unity. No one can make
India kneel.”
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PM unveils vision of a ‘new India’ in I-Day address

■■ NNaattiioonnaall  RRuurraall  EEmmppllooyymmeenntt  GGuuaarraanntteeee
AAcctt  aanndd  BBhhaarraatt  NNiirrmmaann  aarree  wweeaappoonnss  iinn  tthhee
wwaarr  oonn  ppoovveerrttyy..
■■ CCoonnssttiittuueennccyy  ffoorr  ppeeaaccee  aanndd  sshhaarreedd  pprrooss--
ppeerriittyy  eexxiissttss  iinn  SSoouutthh  AAssiiaa..
■■ GGlloobbaall  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt  ffoorr  IInnddiiaa  hhaass
iimmpprroovveedd,,  wwoorrlldd  wwaannttss  IInnddiiaa  ttoo  pprrooggrreessss..
■■ CCrreeddiitt  ttoo  ffaarrmmeerrss  ddoouubblleedd  iinn  ttwwoo  yyeeaarrss;;
LLooaannss  aatt  rreedduucceedd  rraattee  ooff  77  ppeerrcceenntt..
■■ IInnddiiaa  iiss  aa  nnaattiioonn  ooff  yyoouutthh,,  wwhhoo  wwaanntt  ttoo

bbuuiilldd  aa  nneeww  IInnddiiaa..
■■ 112200  mmiilllliioonn  cchhiillddrreenn  ccoovveerreedd  uunnddeerr  nnuuttrrii--
ttiioouuss  mmiidd--ddaayy  mmeeaall  pprrooggrraammmmee..
■■ NNiinneetteeeenn  nneeww  mmeeddiiccaall  iinnssttiittuutteess  sseett  uupp;;  33
nneeww  IInnddiiaann  IInnssttiittuutteess  ooff  SScciieennccee..
■■ RReesseerrvvaattiioonnss  ffoorr  tthhee  ssoocciiaallllyy  bbaacckkwwaarrdd..
■■ DDeeccaaddee  ddeeddiiccaatteedd  ttoo  bbeetttteerr  iinnffrraassttrruuccttuurree,,
ggoovveerrnnaannccee..
■■ NNeeww  ssppeecciiaall  eeccoonnoommiicc  zzoonneess  ttoo  bboooosstt
iinndduussttrriiaall  pprroodduuccttiioonn  aanndd  eemmppllooyymmeenntt..

■■ PPrrooggrreessss  oonn  rraaiillwwaayyss  aanndd  uurrbbaann  mmeettrrooss,,
nneeww  aaiirrppoorrttss  aanndd  ppoowweerr  ppllaannttss..
■■ SSaaffeettyy,,  sseeccuurriittyy,,  eemmppoowweerrmmeenntt  ooff  wwoommeenn
aa  pprriioorriittyy..
■■ FFiigghhtt  aaggaaiinnsstt  tteerrrroorr  iiss  nnoo  mmoorree  bbuussiinneessss
aass  uussuuaall..
■■ NNeeeedd  ffoorr  mmooddeerrnniissaattiioonn  ooff  sseeccuurriittyy  aanndd
iinntteelllliiggeennccee  mmaacchhiinneerryy..
■■ PPaakkiissttaann  mmuusstt  ttaakkee  ccoonnccrreettee  sstteeppss  aaggaaiinnsstt
tteerrrroorr  ffoorr  ppeeaaccee  pprroocceessss  ttoo  mmoovvee  ffoorrwwaarrdd..
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